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May 18, 2020 
 
COVID Plasma Initiative 
94 Sutin Place  
Chestnut Ridge, N.Y. 10977 
 
RE: Convalescent Plasma- A Pathway for Nursing Home Residents 
 
Dear COVID Plasma Initiative, 
 
The New York Blood Center (NYBC) is truly grateful for your tireless efforts and dedication to 
humanity with the COVID Plasma Initiative.  As a result, we have seen a surge in COVID 
convalescent plasma donations and have been able to supply all participating hospitals with over 
11,000 convalescent plasma units without any issues.  Our supply remains robust and plasma 
donations from your programs’ supporters has literally been flooding in.  Because of this, we are 
also able to supply other hospitals and blood banks out of this region with the necessary plasma 
used in lifesaving treatments for COVID-19 patients. 
 
Our discussions last week specifically addressed making convalescent plasma available to Nursing 
Home patients, our most vulnerable and fragile, through your new initiative.  NYBC is proud to 
support this initiative and will assist in any way we can.   I have read the safety data from the Mayo 
Clinic Expanded Access Protocol and I am pleased, but not surprised, by the findings- the 
administration of convalescent plasma is safe and can be properly done with little or no 
complications. 
 
The process to obtain and administer plasma in a nursing home setting is outlined below: 
• Nursing home would partner with a hospital transfusion service, 
• Nursing home would draw an appropriately labeled specimen and send to transfusion service 

for ABO typing, 
• Transfusion service would issue the convalescent plasma unit to the nursing home, and the 

nursing home would administer the unit. 
• Nursing homes would need to be trained on transfusion procedures - how to give plasma, 

double checking it is the right patient, looking for adverse events, and reporting adverse events. 
• Plasma can be administered at the patient’s bedside without the need of transport or 

hospitalization. 
 
I will reach out to the Department of Health and Commissioner Zucker’s office to discuss some of 
the practical aspects of making this new project a success.  I hope both of you can join me when 
that time comes. 
 
I look forward to our weekly calls to hear and share good news on the progress being made with 
convalescent plasma.  NYBC is grateful to be a partner in this wonderful life-saving initiative and 
look forward to the successful launch of the program for nursing homes. 
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Truly Yours, 
 

 
Beth Shaz, MD 
Chief Medical and Scientific Officer, Executive Vice President 
 
 
CC: Dr. Howard Zucker, New York State Commissioner of Health  

Mr. Michael Snow, Office of the Governor of New York State 
Diana Martinez, Deputy Mayor's Office for Health and Human Services 
Patrick Masseo, Deputy Mayor's Office for Health and Human Services 
Mordy Goldfeder, Director, OEM Health and Medical 
Dr. Michael Joyner, Mayo Clinic 
Dr. Jeffrey Bander, Mount Sinai Health System  
Susan Waltman, Greater New York Hospitals Association 

  Stephen B. Hanse, Esq, New York State Health Facilities Association 
  Michael Balboni, Greather New York Health Care Facilities Association 
 

 
 
 
 


